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“God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them… And God saw everything that he had made, and it was very good…” (Genesis 1:27; 31) 

      When my Bronx born and raised father got out of the Army at the end of the second world war, he 
met my mom from Queens County. They married in 1946 and I was born in 1947. Our home on Long 
Island, East Norwich, had been a potato farm report by a developer. Soon Ranch and split-level homes 
were constructed. I remember watching them being built on the blocks around our newly constructed 
house. 

      My neighbors were all white folks. Most were Catholics with a sprinkling of Protestants. It seems 
that Jewish war veterans and their families were settled on the other side of Route 106 and down the 
road a mile. There were no black people in East Norwich. None in my public elementary school either. 
Only white folks of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish faiths. Down the hill from my development toward 
Oyster Bay, Lizza Brothers operated a sandpit. Sand and gravel sales were trucked around Long Island 
and used for the building of homes and highways. Black families had settled around the Lizza complex 
and the children attended Oyster Bay elementary and high school. Lack of contact for me and my 
neighbors in East Norwich, with people of color, was to our detriment. St. Dominic elementary school 
which I attended only in the eighth grade, due to my mother and father’s objection to the huge class 
sizes, 80 or so per class, had no black people, or Asians or non-Catholics. I was blessed that my parents 
taught me about racial equality and religious tolerance. 

      The book of Genesis makes clear that God’s intention is one of harmony and unity. God’s creative 
energy is one of infinite love. That love fills the universe. The human person is the high point of God’s 
creative activity. The creation account goes on to tell us that human beings, exercising their free will, 
went against God’s will and his divine plan. Rupture and fragmentation, conflict and violence erupted, 
contrary to the will of God who is perfect love. 

      Racism is one form of rupture. Racism is a great sin against the dignity of human beings; a toxic 
disease that underlies divisions in our society - a bigotry that brings violence and hate and 
destruction. In 1979, the United States bishops published a pastoral letter on racism. Recent events in 
Charlottesville where neo-Nazis, white supremacists, and KuKlux clan members marched, makes the 
bishops’ pastoral extremely relevant for 2017. 

“Racism is a sin: a sin that divides the human family, blots out the image of God among specific 
members of that family, and violates the fundamental human dignity of those called to be children of 
the same Father.” (US Catholic Bishops Pastoral Letter on Racism 1979) 

      Racism is the belief that some human beings are superior to others because of their race. A white 
supremacist would say that people of color are inferior and not fully human. Contradicting this, St. 
Paul tells us: “There does not exist among you Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female. All are one 
in Christ Jesus.” 

      My dad, like the millions of other Allied soldiers who fought against the Nazis and their Aryan 
creed, went to war against anti-Semitism and racist creeds. The Allies were trying to stop the 
extermination of millions of Jews, Gypsies, ethnic Poles, Ukrainians and Belarusians, homosexuals and 
disabled people. 500,000 American soldiers lost their lives in defense of human dignity and the 



equality of all God’s people. They were willing to give their lives to uphold the freedoms and 
unalienable rights that are meant for all people - and upheld by our US Constitution, and by Almighty 
God. 

      We cannot deny that racism has been part of the history of America since our European 
colonization. The story is a sad one of slavery and economic exportation, brutal repression and 
dispossession from their lands. This tragic legacy has resulted in a great need to rebalance our society 
so that those who are on the bottom rungs due to the racist and predatory attitudes of others, may 
reclaim some of their rightful dignity and equality before God, and in our society. Affirmative action 
tries to make this happen. Our country has become a wonderful melting pot of people’s from all over 
the world coming together in solidarity and peace. All are welcome! 

      It is up to us to root out from our lives any dispositions and attitudes that lead us to believe that 
anyone is superior to anyone else. Rather we are to think of others, says St. Paul, as “better than 
yourself.” This attitude of humility and boundless love is our disposition and firm belief as Catholics. 

Peace, Fr. Bruce 


